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Hurricane Sandy batters NY District’s 
AOR, District responds

Satellite imagery of Hurricane Sandy as 
it approached New York District’s area of 
responsibility, bringing powerful storm surges 
and massive damage. (image courtesy of NOAA)

By Ken Wells, New York District
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New York District Coastal Engineer 
Diane Rahoy assesses the Avon-by-the-
Sea, N.J., coast November 9, 2012 after 
a nor’easter struck the area just days 
after Hurricane Sandy struck. (photo by 
Dan Desmet, New York District)



Army Corps personnel from across 
nation respond to Sandy in big way

By JoAnne Castagna, New York District

USACE teams from around the nation converge on NY and NJ to 
support recovery operations, FEMA missions
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Deployable Tactical Operation System vehicles, deployed from the USACE Readiness Center 
in Mobile, Ala., were quickly set up in Battery Park in the days after Hurricane Sandy hit. In this November 1, 2012 photo the 
DTOS set up a command center for Task Force Unwatering. (photo by Chris Gardner, New York District)

National Corps Response cont’d on 5...



UNPRECEDENTED UNWATERING MISSION
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    National Corps Response cont’d from 4 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers worked 
with and supported various partners to 

unwater critical infrastructure, especially transit 
infrastructure, immediately following Hurricane 

of saltwater removed via Task Force Unwatering:

Asset  
Unwatered

Est. Water  
Removed

Owners/ 
Partners

14th Street 
Tunnel

3.5 million 
gallons

Battery Park 
Underpass

57 million 
gallons

Montague  
St. Tunnel

60 million 
gallons

PATH Train and 
WTC work site

20 million 
gallons

South Ferry  
Station

20 million 
gallons

Brooklyn-Battery 
Tunnel

86 million 
gallons

Amtrak Kearny 
Substation

40 million 
gallons

Passaic Valley 
Wastewater 

Treatment Plant

200 million 
gallons

Passaic Valley 
Sewerage 

Commission

The Corps also provided technical support 
to various other unwatering efforts at critical 
infrastructure sites throughout the region.



New York District Page 6Building Strong
®

Some of an approximate total of 57 
million gallons of water is pumped out 
of the Battery Park Underpass Nov. 
2, 2012, in lower Manhattan just days 
after Hurricane Sandy hit.  (photo by 
Chris Gardner, New York District)

(l to r) Roger Perk of the Unwatering Team from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Rock Island; Michael Hogg, project manager from New York District, 
Lt. Col. Michael Clancy, New York District deputy commander; and Roger Less, 
also from the Rock Island Unwatering Team, look over a map of tunnels in lower 
Manhattan while discussing how to remove hundreds of millions of gallons of water 
from them after Hurricane Sandy.  (photo by Chris Gardner, New York District)



EMERGENCY TEMP POWER

storm. 
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Soldiers from the 249th Engineer Battalion (Prime Power) 
install electrical generator equipment Nov. 6, 2012, at a 
Carteret, N.J., fuel depot that lost power during Hurricane 
Sandy. Power outages contributed to temporary gas 
shortages after the storm and getting fuel depots running was 
important to ending shortages.  (DoD photo by EJ Hersom)

Army Corp of Engineers personnel stage and prepare 
generators in central New Jersey for deployment to support 
the Emergency Temporary Power mission in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Sandy. (photo by Mary Markos, St. Louis District) 
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DEBRIS REMOVAL MISSION

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers New York Recovery Field 

ground in Queens, N.Y. Teams of Army Corps and FEMA 

and conducted site assessments as part of the debris removal 
mission assigned to the Corps by FEMA after Hurricane 
Sandy. (photo by Brandon Beach, San Francisco District) National Corps Response cont’d on 12...



Caven Point hit hard by Sandy, supports 
NY/NJ Harbor and begins own recovery

New York District’s Caven Point Marine Terminal in Jersey 
City, N.J., was devastated by Hurricane Sandy’s powerful 
storm surge as seen in this Nov. 2, 2012, photo of the facility’s 
main entrance after the storm. (photo by Chris Gardner, New 
York District)

By Chris Gardner, New York District

SURVEYING TO OPEN THE PORT
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All three of New York District’s drift collection vessels went right to work clearing drift and debris that could pose a hazrd to 
navigation in the New York and New Jersey Harbor after Hurricane Sandy struck the area. In this Nov. 2, 2012, photo, taken 
just two days after the storm, the Corps’ debris barges are already piled high with several tons of potential navigation hazards. 
(photo by Chris Gardner, New York District)

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Deputy Commanding General 
Maj. Gen. Ken Cox surveys the severe damage at Caven 
Point on Nov. 2, 2012, with New York District leaders after 
Hurricane Sandy’s storm surge devastated the facility. (photo 
by Chris Gardner, New York District)

DRIFT COLLECTION MISSION
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Caven Point cont’d on 11...
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CAVEN POINT REBUILDING

New York District’s Tony Lauria, heavy mobile equipment supervisor at Caven 
Point, and John Tavolaro, deputy chief of operations, discuss Hurricane Sandy 
cleanup efforts at Caven Point on Nov. 19, 2012, about three weeks after the storm 
destroyed most of the facility. Progress is already visible with temporary walling 
in place to help make the maintenance shop usable and crews can be seen in the 
background clearing debris. (photo by Chris Gardner, New York District)

Caven Point cont’d from 10 

Caven Point cont’d on 12...
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Army Corps personnel oversee debris operations at Fresh 
Kills Park in Staten Island, N.Y., where debris removed from 
private and public property is temporarily stored before being 
hauled to long-term sites. The Corps provided debris removal 
assistance after Hurricane Sandy as part of a FEMA mission 
assignment. (photo by Ron Fournier, Rock Island District)

    National Corps Response cont’d from 8 

    Caven Point cont’d from 11 
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Sandy forces Breach Contingency Plan 

New York District Commander Col. Paul E. Owen stands on 
the edge of a dune and looks over a barrier island breach in 
Cupsogue County Park on Long Island Nov. 16, 2012, that 
was created by Hurricane Sandy. Crews are visible mobilizing 
to begin breach closure operations. (photo by Chris Gardner, 
New York District)

By Chris Gardner, New York District

Cupsogue County Park breach closure operations are visible 
and nearly complete on Nov. 26, 2012, with the dredge in the 
background, sand pumping into the breach and earthmovers 
positioning the freshly pumped sand. (photo by Chris 
Gardner, New York District)

Breach Contingency Plan cont’d on 14...



Breach Contingency Plan cont’d from 13 
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Corps personnel assist Hurricane Sandy 
victims outside normal missions as well

New York District employee Jean Lau, not directly assigned 

missions, volunteered to directly help victims of Hurricane 
Sandy in her personal time. She is pictured here in a hard-hit 
area in Queens. (Courtesy Photo)

By Hector Mosley, New York District
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F I R S T  C L A S S  M A I L
A d d r e s s  C o r r e c t i o n  R e q u e s t e d

Jamaica Bay marsh islands withstand 
Sandy, helps mitigate impacts

By Vince Elias, New York District

photo. Wetlands can act as an important buffer during 
storms. Marsh islands restored by the Army Corps of 
Engineers and partners in recent years faired well during 
Sandy and helped mitigate wave action. (File Photo Credit - 
Galvin Brothers, Inc.)
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